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Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System prepares for Gustav
NEW ORLEANS, LA – The Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System is preparing for Hurricane Gustav as it approaches the Gulf of Mexico.  
“First and foremost, I want to ensure the safety of our patients and employees,” Julie Catellier, SLVHCS Director said. 

Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System (SLVHCS), which consists of six community outpatient based clinics, has been coordinating preparations with the South Central Veterans Health Care Network (SCVHCN) and other VA facilities.  All high risk patients have been contacted and over 30 high risk patients have been safely transported to other VA facilities.  
SLVHCS is currently operating a single emergency operations center (EOC) in New Orleans and will open a second EOC in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on Sunday.  Mobile living units have been deployed to Baton Rouge to accommodate staff, which includes additional medical personnel.  A mobile pharmacy has also been deployed in anticipation of increased medication needs.  

All veterans are advised that if they have a life-threatening emergency, immediately call 911 and to follow evacuation orders given by local city and parish governments. Please remember that Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System’s buildings will not serve as a shelter and parking will not be available at any of our locations. Patients will be able to access information through a toll-free patient information number 1-800-507-4571 or internet http://www.neworleans.va.gov/.

All Clinics are closed for the weekend through Monday, September 1, 2008 for the Labor Day federal holiday. The New Orleans, Slidell, Houma, St. John and the Mandeville Dental Clinic will remain closed on September 2, 2008 due to severe inclement weather. Current plans are for the Baton Rouge and Hammond Clinics to be closed for the weekend through Monday, September 1, 2008 for the Labor Day federal holiday and will re-open on September 2, 2008.

SLVHCS encourages all veterans and their family members to keep current with weather conditions. Visit www.hurricanes.gov/prepare for emergency preparedness tips, useful Web sites and telephone numbers, suggestions for a disaster supplies kit, and more. For information regarding emergency preparedness for the City of New Orleans, go to http://www.cityofno.com/pg-46-31-emergency-preparedness.aspx.
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