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From War to Home: The Impact of Invisible Injuries
Research project gallery exhibit opening

NEW ORLEANS — The Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System will hold a gallery opening
for a research exhibit from noon to 1 p.m. on Thursday, December 13, 2018 on the first floor
concourse of the new Veterans medical center in New Orleans.

The exhibit, From War to Home: The Impact of Invisible Injuries, explores the impact of traumatic
brain injury (TBI) and other injuries related to military service on Veterans and those closest to them.
The opening will include a panel discussion with Veterans and caregivers who collaborated on the
exhibit. As part of a VA-funded research collaboration, Veterans from the post-9/11 service era and
their family caregivers were given cameras and asked to take photographs and describe the meaning
behind each image.

“This project brings us even closer to the issues impacting our Veterans with TBI, as well as their
families, through a visual representation that they themselves created,” said SLVHCS Medical Center
Director Fernando O. Rivera. “It's important for every American to understand the price of freedom.”

The exhibit provides a window into the impact of military service on health and the stress of making
the transition back to civilian life. The narratives also chronicle how Veterans and caregivers move
forward and provide support and strength to each other. One of the goals of the exhibition is to
educate and inform those who view it about the experiences and needs of Veterans and families
living with invisible injuries.

"This exhibition is intended to stimulate dialogue and build bridges between Veterans and their
families and those who wish to welcome them home,” said project director Gala True. “Veterans and
military caregivers of all service eras will recognize their own experiences and perspectives in these
photo-narratives, while members of the public will gain a deeper understanding of the personal and
collective costs of war.”

For more information about the Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System, clinic locations
and other services available to Veterans in southeast Louisiana, visit the website
www.neworleans.va.gov, visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/VANewOrleans Twitter at
www.twitter.com/vaneworleans or Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/vaneworleans/.
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