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VA Ophthalmologist Inducted into 2017 Retina Hall of Fame 
 

NEW ORLEANS – Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System (SLVHCS) is 
proud to announce that Dr. James Diamond has been named a charter inductee to the 
2017 Retina Hall of Fame for his significant achievements in the practice of vitreoretinal 
medicine and contributions to the retina subspecialty. 

“It is with great humility and honor that I have just been included among many of my 
colleagues and friends through the years in receiving such prestigious recognition in the 
advancement of retina care,” said SLVHCS Ophthalmologist/Vitreoretinal Specialist Dr. 
James Diamond.  

Over the course of his career, Dr. Diamond has taught more than 100 eye surgeons 
from around the world who now specialize in vitreoretinal surgery, in which he was a 
pioneer. Dr. Diamond has also taught more than 250 ophthalmology residents through 
an American Academy of Ophthalmology Residency program. 

Dr. Diamond completed his undergraduate training in ophthalmology at Georgetown 
University Medical School, served as Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology at the 
University of Iowa, and Professor and now Emeritus Professor of Ophthalmology at 
Tulane Medical School. 

Dr. Diamond entered the field of ophthalmology at the initial time of development of 
micro-instrumentation, techniques, treatment and reconstruction of damaged eyes, 
specifically involving the vitreous, or the jelly-like tissue inside the human eye between 
the lens and the retina.   

While working in the labs of Dr. Gholam Peyman at the University of Illinois Hospital 
Eye and Ear Infirmary and later at the University of Iowa, he helped develop the first 
disposable multi-function vitrectomy unit and its use in clinical disease. Later, in 
conjunction with three fellow charter members, he developed the present infusion fluid 
that is standard in all vitrectomy cases worldwide. 

Dr. Diamond led a team to modify the standard operating microscope to better visualize 
the posterior segment of the eye during surgery.   

Dr. Diamond was the first to develop a specialized instrument to remove cataracts and 
damaged lens from the posterior portion of the eye while doing a vitrectomy.  
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Dr. Diamond was previously inducted into the Retina Society for his thesis on the direct 
injection of antibiotics and steroids into the eye for infections.  He followed this 
breakthrough with the first systematic approach in the surgical management of 
cataracta complicata in uveitis.  In addition, he was a pioneer in sub-macular surgery 
with the placement of stem cells for life blinding diseases such as retinitis pigmentosa. 

Dr. Diamond initiated the use of air in replacement of vitreous and researched the use 
of FDA-approved silicone that has subsequently advanced to use of perfluorocarbon 
liquids as an intraoperative tool in vitreoretinal surgical procedures to relocate and fix 
detached retinas.  

Dr. Diamond’s pioneering surgical applications, together with numerous publications, 
book chapters and presentations, form the basis for the present-day approach to ocular 
tumors, infections, uveitis, trauma, and more; thus enhancing the recognition of the 
specialty of vitreoretinal surgery.  

“It is a distinct honor to be allowed to care for fellow Veterans at this fabulous new 
center and continue my life dream of teaching residents and fellows,” he added. “I relish 
this opportunity, and will continue to give every effort possible in the care of these brave 
men and women for as long as permitted.” 

The Retina Hall of Fame (RHOF) recognizes and honors individuals who have 
dedicated their life’s work in teaching, developing and practicing the subspecialty of 
retina health care. The RHOF endeavors to honor lifetime achievements and 
contributions of individuals in a variety of clinical disciplines, as well as other areas of 
research, education and treatment. 

There have been 242 charter members world-wide over the past 50 years that have 
been inducted into the RHOF after having distinguished themselves in research and 
treatments of retinal diseases or conditions. 

For more information about the new Veterans medical center, clinic locations and other 
services available to Veterans in southeast Louisiana, visit the website 
www.neworleans.va.gov, Facebook at www.facebook.com/VANewOrleans or Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/vaneworleans. 
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